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Parent Evenlngs Handwork Group Invitation
Mark Your Calendar

Parent evenings for the Children's Center, and Grades 1,
2, 3,4, 5 and 6 are taking place this week (see the dates

and times in the 'Mark Your Calendar' section. This week:

7th & 8th graders will be
providing childcare during
the Parent Evenings this
week to raise money for
their class trip. We must
know if this service is
needed ahead of time, so
please call or come into the
office to sign up.

Thank you!

Parent participation is crucial to the Waldorf curriculum. It
is important for the children to feel that there is a
connection between home and school, and that their
parents and teachers are striving to raise and educate
them together. Parent evenings are an important forum
for teachers to communicate to parents about upcoming
class events, about the Waldorf curriculum, difficulties and
achievements in the classroom, and developments and
changes you may see in your children as they grow older,
among other things. We hope to see you at the parent
evenings this week.

Tues. Oct. 4
Handwork Group

Please join The Great Lakes Branch of the Anthroposophical Every Tuesday after drop-
Society off in the fireplace room.
fora

Parent Evening
for the Children's Center

Special Crazy Wisdom Salon 6:30 - 8:00 PM



Series on
Anthroposophy and Rudolf
Steiner's Work

4 Tuesday nights in October; 7pm, free

To be held at the
Crazy Wisdom Book Store and Tea Room

114 South Main Street, Ann Arbor, M| 48104
questions: please call Kathy: 734.276.5294

Building "a Future Worthy of the Human
Being"”

A century ago one of the most remarkable human beings of the
last millennium, the Austrian-born Rudolf Steiner, undertook to
shift the direction of our emerging global civilization. He restored a
holistic image of the human being to the center of cultural thought
and set out to bring humanity's soul and spiritual resources back
into balance with materialistic science, technology, and
economics. Trained as a scientist but also a profound esoteric
researcher, Steiner developed resources for every individual to
ewlve herself or himself as a free and creative local change agent
in planetary life. In this series of talks/conversations we will
explore his vision, its amazing breadth and three of its particular
applications.

October 4th

Anthroposophy: the Consciousness of our Humanity
Steiner's "spiritual science" aims to awaken just those powers of
perception which are excluded in materialistic culture. So we
rediscover the cosmic significance of being human and the
pattern of repeated lives, and begin to take part as co-designers
of the ewvolutionary plan.

Speakers:

Frederick Amrine teaches literature, philosophy, and intellectual
history at the University of Michigan .

John Beck was recently general manager of the New York Open
Center and is now editor of the Anthroposophical Society's
quarterly magazine, being human.

October 11th

Biodynamics: Nutrition for the Soul, Healing for the Earth
One of Steiner's last initiatives, and a foundation for the organic
movement, was biodynamic agriculture. Here the human being
stands as the conscious ego in a farm organism of animals,
plants, and soil, open to sun, moon, and stars. And the food
produced works to support our awareness of the interconnected
life of the cosmos.

Speakers:

Paul Bantle and Annie Elder have been biodynamic farmers for
The Community Farm of Ann Arbor, for almost 20 years, seeking
to work with, and build social values around, the life-giving forces

Wed. Oct. 5
Parent Evening for
Grades 1,2,3 &4
6:30 -8:00 PM

Thurs. Oct. 6
Parent Evening for
Grades 5 & 6

6:30 - 8:00 PM

This month's Parent
Council Meeting has
been rescheduled for
November 10, 2011

Next Week:

Friday Oct 14
School Beautification Day
2PM - 6PM

Family Resource
Directory

Would you like to inform other
families at OSS about your
business, talent or skill? We
are putting together a Family
Resource Directory for OSS.
The ads in the directory are for
businesses owned by OSS
families only. The directory will
only be available on-line to
OSS families. If you would like
to be listed in this directory,
please submit camera ready
ads to Mary Chris Foxworthy
at
marychrisf@oaklandsteiner.org

There is no cost for this!



of nature.

October 18th

Anthroposophical Medicine

Steiner's approach to health is a complementary medicine
bringing together the outstanding technical skills of modern
western medicine with traditional western environmental
medicine. And it adds a new intuitive approach to health as a
totally individual matter where illness is part of our karmic path
and the "I" of each patient is a profound agent of healing.
Speakers:

Molly McMullen-Laird, MD is the medical director of the Rudolf
Steiner Health Center and practices anthroposophic medicine
with Quentin McMullen in Ann Arbor.

Susann Herb-Eddy is a teacher of eurythmy at the Detroit

Waldorf School and does therapeutic eurythmy together with Drs.

McMullen and their patients.

October 25th

Waldorf Education for the Whole Child

Steiner is best known for his educational initiative, a response to
an appeal by factory workers for an education for their children
which would open up to them all of life's opportunities. Waldorf
sees the child as already a unique individual, going through
archetypal stages of development which affect the needs and
potential for learning. The teacher acts as a social artist,
assisting each child in opening the fullest human potential.
Speakers:

Lawrence Mathews is a class teacher at the Rudolf Steiner
School of Ann Arbor, currently teaching 7th grade, and an
instructor in teacher education for the Waldorf Institute of
Southeastern Michigan.

Mary Emery, a Waldorf teacher since 1985, teaches English and
Drama at the Rudolf Steiner School of Ann Arbor High School.
Trained at Rudolf Steiner College, she teaches in its summer
program for teachers.

Where did the 7th and 8th graders go?
...and what the other classes are up to

The 1st Grade with Kim Greidanus and Handwork with Martina
Preczewski

The first graders each performed for the first time in the
Michaelmas play, as the gnomes who forged the swords that
conquered the dragon. They were so proud standing up on
"stage". It is amazing how much they have changed since being
in the Children's Center last year!

- 1st Grade Parent

My son is enjoying knitting so much. This week he asked me to

The Handwork
Group

Please join us! Every
Tuesday, the Handwork Group
meets in the Fireplace room
after drop-off. Just as Waldorf
education emphasizes
creativity, wonder and a
reverence for nature, we are
Waldorf mothers and fathers
using our hands to create
beautiful and functional,
fantastic and imaginative
creatures of nature. Our
mission is to learn, to practice,
and to pass along skills in the
handcraft arts and to create a
spirit of community. The
atmosphere of our meetings is
very informal and no prior
handwork experience is
necessary. Drop-in any time
and feel free to bring children.
We hope to see you there!

Newsletter
Submissions

If you would like to submit
content for the newsletter,
please send it via e-mail to
noellefrerichs @gmail.com

Newsletters are sent out on
Mondays.

Weekly deadline for
submissions is Saturday at
5pm.

Compiling the newsletter takes
a lot of time. It is helpful if you
submit items that are written in
a form that can be pasted into
the newsletter with minimal
editing. If you send a flier or



cast-on 30 stitches for him, and he's declared that he is knitting a
scarf that will be ready for NEXT winter. He carried it around with
him all weekend, knitting at home, in the car, and in restaurants.
I love how learning to knit teaches him that he is able to DO
something important, and able to create something that is both
beautiful and useful. It is a feeling that | know he will experience
many times in Waldorf school, and that will be a great influence
on his confidence in himself in the future.

- 1st Grade Parent

2nd Grade German and Handwork with Martina Preczewski

The second graders are quite proud to have remembered over
twenty 'old' German poems, songs and games from last school
year. Currently they are learning a song about the four seasons
'Fruehling, Sommer, Herbst und Winter', and are adding to their
vocabulary by drawing picture cards of things that remind them of
a season. Thus, we learned ice, ship, tornado and more.

We began with a side project in handwork: felt pencil pouches!
It's wonderful to hear students exclaim "got it..I can sew!" Once
the pencils are tucked in, we'll continue knitting our sheep.

- Martina Preczweski

The 3rd and 4th Grades with Elizabeth Kata

This week we finished up working with weighing and measuring.
This included creating a table of equivalent measures as a
reference chart in our lesson books. From this table we
calculated ounces and pounds from information given in story
problems.

We began "speed trials" doing multiplication facts in random
order as fast as possible. This will be an on-going practice.

We reviewed the math concepts that were introduced this block,
adding large columns of numbers using grouping and rounding to
make the process quicker and to further the students' concepts of
number and equivalency.

All week we practiced for the Michaelmas play, all were able to
overcome performance anxiety to create a lovely play on
Thursday for the school.

To celebrate, on Wednesday we worked in teams to read a recipe
and mixed up several batches of dough so that each student
made his/her own dragon bread. We all enjoyed that bread for
snack on Thursday.

On to a new block next week!

- Elizabeth Kata

The 5h Grade with ElizaBeth Wildemaan

This week the fifth graders finished up their Ancient History block
hearing about the many amazing things that the Sumerians
invented: the wheel, better plows, the potter's wheel, bricks, and
glazed pottery, among other things. The Sumerians were also
naked-eye astronomers who learned to predict the right times for
planting and harvesting by observing the movements of the stars.

The fith graders heard the world's first recorded story, which was

form to be attached, it is very
helpful if you convert it to a .pdf
file (although not necessary).

Thank you for your wonderful
contributions,
Noelle Frerichs

Questions?

If you have a question that
you'd like to submit to the
NEWSLETTER, please send
an e-mail to
newsletier@oaklandsteiner.org

For general questions, see
your CLASS TEACHER or the
OFFICE.

For questions, comments or
concerns directed through the
PARENT COUNCIL, please
put a note in the parent council
mailbox (wooden box on top of
the parent mailboxes, on the
right side).

For questions that don't have
an apparent home or
procedure, or if you need to
utilize our concern process,
contact the FACULTY CHAIR,
Martina Preczewski, through

her faculty mailbox, or by e-mail
at
martinap@oaklandsteiner.org



written on clay tablets in ancient Sumer. The Epic of Gilgamesh
tells the story of King Gilgamesh who engaged in deeds of
courage in order to protect his people. The story of his brave
deeds was particularly appropriate in this Michaelmas week,
when we celebrate the capacity of the human being to be selfless
and courageous.

The 7th and 8th grades with Denise McCauley

After encountering the dramatic swing of the historic pendulum
from Oliver Cromwell's oppressive Puritanism to the celebratory
Restoration of Charles Il, the 7th and 8th graders were visited by
several dynamic personalities from the Age of Reason, or the
Enlightenment - Isaac Newton (from England), the Marquise du
Chatelet (a good friend of Voltaire and a genius mathematician in
her own right, from France), and Rembrandt van Rijn (from
Holland)!

For the next two weeks we will be participating in a block about
The Bicycle at the Rudolf Steiner High School of Ann Arbor. The
mathematics of gear ratios, the physics of riding, mechanical
repairs and adjustments, the bicycle's evolution and place in
society, and it's innate beauty, all will be studied and recorded.
And, of course, we'll ride!

- Denise McCauley

We love to hear about the amazing things our children are doing
in the classrooms, but need to first be told about these things
from parents and faculty. If you have something to share, please
send your tidbit of information to Laura Uhlianuk (Parent Council)
at leeuhlianuk@aol.com.

Volunteer Opportunities and Thank-yous

Teachers, thank you for the wonderful Michaelmas play.
The children were amazing to watch, and the spiral was
very awesome to participate in. We OSS parents thank
you for taking the time to bring festival life to our children to
connect them to nature and the seasons, help them
experience working together to create a play, and teaching
them incredible songs and verse, in addition to all of the
work you do planning and teaching incredible main
lessons each day.

MARQUEE MOM or DAD NEEDED

Have you ever dreamed of seeing your name in lights? Then this
is the service opportunity for you! Well, okay, maybe it won't be
your name and there really are not any lights, but there is a need




for a parent to periodically update the OSS marquee/sign on the
corner of South and Livernois. The Enrollment and/or Outreach
Coordinator will supply the wording. This senice can be
preformed by one parent for the entire year or you may consider
offering a 3 month commitment or even sharing the responsibility
with another family. Contact Toni Kovach in the office or Mary
Chris Foxworthy at marychrisf@oaklandsteiner.org if you can
help.

and ANOTHER MARQUEE MOM or DAD NEEDED!

We are looking for a parent/family to come up with a better
organization system for the marquee letters. This senice
opportunity could be completed at home. Please see Toni Kovach
if you can help.

SCHOOL STORE - HELP FOR ADDITIONAL DAYS

A wolunteer is needed to open the school store on Mondays
and/or Wednesdays. Please contact Ellen Rostker at the
Gnome Home, through the school office, or on her cell at 248-
396-3751 if you are interested.

Please submit volunteer opportuities and comments of
appreciation to noellefrerichs @gmail.com to be included in next
week's newsletter!

Click on the links below for the volunteer opportunities list and
a downloadable volunteer log sheet.

Volunteer Opportunities (senice handbook)

Volunteer Log Sheet

Oakland Steiner School
3976 S. Livernois
Rochester Hills, Mi 48307
248-299-8755 info@oaklandsteiner.org
www.oaklandsteiner.org
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